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Letter from the Chair

It is hard to believe that 2018, our 25th Wild &
Scenic anniversary has come and gone. It was a great
celebratory year for the Committee. As Chair, | would
like to thank all of the dedicated folks who make up the
Committee, as well as those involved in the activities we
sponsor. Without your commitment, inspiration, and
hard work we could not succeed.
We welcomed Carl Cignoni as
Chesterfield's new representative.
Mancy Rich, who served for many
years, has moved on. Her
enthusiasm,local knowledge, and
energy will be missed. Virginia
Martell of Worthington and Roy
Bryant of Washington have also
stepped down. Thanks to Nancy,
Roy, and Virginia for all they have
done for the Westfield River.
Owr relationship with the MA
Division of Ecological Restoration
continues to evolve as they expand
to facilitate wonderful improve-
ment projects all over the state. This gives the Commit-
tee new challenges including finding ourselves without
the incomparable Carrie Banks as our dedicated coordi-
nator. We are still in transition reorganizing and sharing
tasks. Our partnership with the National Park Service
is still strong, thanks to Liz Lacy, Park Service Rep. We
are indebted to her for all of her historic knowledge,
dedication, and guidance going forward.
Finally, | would like to recognize VWestfield State Univer-
sity Foundation, with a special thanks to Louann
D'Angelo, Director of Faculty Grants and Sponsored
Programs, for assisting us with financial matters.
Enjoy 2019, go outside, enjoy the River,
and become involved,
Robert Thompson, Chair

OUR MISSION
To preserve, protect and enhance the spedal

qualities and outstanding resources of the

Westfield River Watershed in concert
with local communities.

Al pharos (%] Meredyrh Babcock unless orberwie noted



FINANCIAL REPORT

Project funding provided through the National Park
Service’s Partnership Wild & Scenic Rivers Program

{except as noted *).

éénéi_‘al‘ Dperatlons 311,051
Dutreach & Educatic $18,212
Watershed Blitz

Wild & Scenic Film Fest

50th & 25th Anniversary

Stream Teams $24,628
River Internships 36,006
Monitoring $5,273

Riparian Conservation Grant! $24,465

Community Grants $5,947
Friends of Keystone Arch Bridge Documentary
| ]

Program and technical assistance provided by staff at
the Massachusetts Division of Ecological Restoration,
Department of Fish & Game and the National Park Service.

*A total of $2,250 of these funds came from other
donations.
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photo above : New book,

“Backpacker Paddling America™

The Wild & Scenic Committee connected
the authors with local paddlers resulting
in a segment of the West Branch of the
Westfield River being highlighted.

Take a peek at this exciting 50th aniver-
sary guide book at your local library &
bookstore.




What better way to celebrate 25 vears being Wild &
Scenic than with a three foot dragonfly, who depends
on water quality and an abundance of macromnverte-
brates to feed on, in your boat. Puppeteer Meredyth

Babcock and painter ‘Michael Wolski were joined bv
seazoned paddler Charles Murry to run the Westfield
White Water race. Which happens to be the longest,
continual running, white water race in the country!!
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Families to the River

The Westfield was one of three Wild & Scenic Rivers
to receive funding from Patagonia and River Network
to offer a special program for the W5 anniversary.
Pa:.tnenng with Becket and Huntington hibraries the
committee was able to offer a fanciful two-part family
program. Younger children and their parents headed
to the rrver to search for and learn about the nnique
orgamisms adapted to living in runming water. Step
two was to take over a section of the library to make
shadow puppets with all the neat creatures thev found
as their m:.puanon The kids and their parents worked
togethﬂ o peﬁoxm somne t1ul‘:' amusmg v1gnettes o1l
a fancy shadow puppet stage made by local puppet
company, Marmalade Productions.

Cindy Delpapa Department Ecological Restoration
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Bansal delipht in exploring Beckers Shaksr
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Bumble Bees along the Westfield
There was a special focus on native bumble bees in
the wetlands and river meadows. While our native
bee popnlations are dropping, the summer survey did
find two rare bees in Cummington- a significant find
and an mndication of the healthy biodiversity of onr
watershed

Each year the Commuttee offers internships to col-
lege students. This vear one student intern focuszed on
a special native bee project by cataloging species and
plant diversity in three ciparian meadows within the
aver corndor along the East Branch Trail

The Beecology App

As part of our Wild & Scenic Saturday senes professor
Foger Gregear shared hus passion for Bumble Bees. Grnng
an evenung lecture followed by a full day traiming volua-
teers along the East Branch Trail Teaching them how to
identify natrve Bees and how to upload sightings through
the Beecolgy App. The W & 5 commuttee works to pre-
serving and imoproving the mpanan habitate for all who
call it home.

phora: Ciera Bilodeau

o Marr of Muiticel
sxral Commmunity Services
volunteer to belp clean the
banks of rhe Westfield
Rirer

Find your way to the rver, define the way in which yon
protect the wild places that inspire and empower vou. We,
at the Wild & Scenic Westheld River Commuttee, are happy
to hear from you. What does your orver  stewardship look
like and how can we help?

photo above: Intern Julie Sobon
identifies @ Baomwble Bee on the Ean
Brandch Trail. Tep Riphe- W&os

Volsenreers break for lunch.

phorg below - New Cherrerfield
o rep. Carl Cipnoni paddies the
stumming Fisk Meadows. off rowre
143 in Cherrerfield MA.
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West Branch Watershed Blitz

In celebration of our 25th aniversary we completed
visawal surveys on the last of our 78 desigr
Conclnding a five year exploration with landowners,
volunteers and interns of every designated segment.
Onr 2018 walks took us from Chester to Huntington
along the West Branch. From these we selected
segments to highlisht dunng our annual Blitz. Carrie
Banks and Cindy Delpapa from the Department of
Ecological Restogation invited community members

to ponder water quality, how it’s tested, why it matters,

what happens when its constrained. They stressed
how important local eyes on the over can be when
somethign goes wrong. Julie Richburg and Amy
Pulley looked at the dance between pollinators and
plants along the over cornidor The Howlets turns
over every stone to marvel at frogs & Newts and
Dave Pierce offered a historic Acch Brdge touc
*Save the dare Sar. Seprember 281k 2019 Warerrshed Bl ™

WES _ i i E e 05, Ma mlen'j,
Amy Pulley and Carol Waag explore the
~Stream Table with intern Jeremy Hatfield

nated mules.

Sharing the Wonder

John Burns shows off the
Platanns occidentaliz leaf. Found
in flood plains of large over
systems like the Westfield. The
bark comes of in large plates,
characteristic of many trees in the
tropics where it serves as a defense
against the buildup of epiphytic :
plants like ferns, bromeliads, fo
orchids, vines, etc. which get really
heavy when the trees/branches
get loaded. By shedding the back

: 2 phore: Jobm Burns
in large plates, these epiphytes fall “apsg -ﬁi;f.’m;:;f Bl
off as well. Suggesting that this By Bill Warren

species evolved from a tropical

phore: Charlie Eireman
relative and has adapted to suIvive "4p5 Erigye Trail
in the more temperate north! 2018 Warershed Bliry

Charley Eiseman invited folks into the world

of Leaf miners. Two species were encountered,
Ophiomyia Parda, which feeds on asters and was
named, by Owen Lonsdale, for the leopard’s spoted
pattem of frass, and Phytomyza Tigris, which mines
in foamflower leaves and was named, by Eisman, due
to stripes on the puparmm. (last hardened pupa skin)

Cummington Fair Stream Table

UMASS River Wize program shared their amazing
interactive stream table. Allowing us to demonstrate
over dynamics. Ponder, why vegitation 1s vital to bank
stability, what happens when von undersize culverts
or don’t properly allien bodgesr Town reps, interns
and commmnity members got a chance to play in the
water, creating scenarios and became “River Wise™
helping onr towns make more informed choices.
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Conservation and Protection

Orwer the vears, student interns have assessed road-
stream crossing to identify culverts and bodges
cansing significant barders to flow and passage.

These madequate crossings are also vulnerable

to damage and even complete failure during flood
events. This snummer the Committee entered into
agreements with Becket, Cnmmington and Windsor
to begin the process of redesigning the worst of these
road stream crossings. Knowing our W&S towns have
limited capacity to manage contracts and projects,

the Commuttee both promided over 540,000 in funds
and managed the contracts and projects from begin-
mng to end. The work also included prepacation of
grant applications to help fund the next phases of the
culvert replacements. The Windsor application was
awarded sipnificant fands and another ust missed
being selected. With last vears application as a starting
point, the towns are i good shape to apply for the
next ronnd of funding to fix their degraded culverts.
Brng better prepared and resihiant to the inevitable
pressures of a changing climate.
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First Annual Wild & Scenic
Westtield River Film Fest

To celebrate the W&S Rivers act turning 50 and the
Westfield 25, the committee decided to fund five
showings of inspiring Wild & Scenic films. The Gate-
way Enterprse & Outdoor Club were proud to host
the first annal Westfield Wild & Scenic Film Festival.
“We were happy to be able to open the event to the
public in our commmuuties, which don't often have
access to many cultural or expeniential events like

this throughont the year It bronght together a wide
variety of locals and visitors who were very impressed
at the quality and content of the vanions films. Some
technical snafns presented an unexpected opportu-
nity for the Enterprise Club students to shine in their
pmblem solving abilities and customer service skills.
It was a great opportunity for partnership and a cre-
atrve and engaging nse of onr school facilities™

Jeanne LeClair Gateway Economne Development

photo: Emerson Wolrii
Jeft; mar inspired by the
frim, Elnba Undammeed,:
W hats a River for, sboun
as parr of the first anmual
W g c‘" J:gr:n Westfield
Biver Film Festival
wisit the site of the bf;-'tm&'
Elvba damr removal in the
ONmepic National Park.




With | halweg Appreciation

Our supporters and contributers are too numerous to list here.
Your help is invaluable to the health and well-being of our watershed.

All our extraordinary Specialists The Common Table Chester MA.

Susan and Adam Elliott Trustees of Reservations

Friends of the Keystone Arches UMass Dept. of Geosciences

Hilltowns Land Trust Westfield River Watershed Association

Highlands Footpath Collaborative Action Sports and Travel Pittsfield MA.

sl Hilltown Collaborative South Yuba River Citizen League
ST ) Gateway Enterprise & Outdoor Club  Dept. of Conservation and Recreation
il It il e = Alice’s Kitchen at Hmeyhiﬂ fanm Westfield University

our 25th anlvﬂ"sary orfgamc tee shlrts

VYolunteers head up the Newman Marsh Tranl in
‘ the Chester/Blandford State forest, to repair _

= water bars and uncoyer overgrown stone stairs.
A wurkday in collaboratian wnth the nghlands :
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Fuotpath and Jacobs Ladder Trails. We are thnlled

to be working alongside Highlands Footpath Inc.

as they expand & improve trails along the rivefr 2

and overluoking the Westf eld River valley. 7.
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We are in the River and on the Web!
Learn about your watershed, places to go, & things to do,
join the email list volunteer@wildscenicwestfieldriver.org
Visit our website at
www.wildscenicwestfieldriver.org




